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Abstract
Since the "reform and opening up" policy was adopted in 1978, China's economy has developed
greatly. In general, the medical care and living conditions of the Chinese people have improved
substantially. Nevertheless, the impressive changes do not mask ongoing problems. There remain
serious disparities between urban and rural areas and between different regions. In such a
heterogeneous and rapidly developing country with 1.3 billion people, there are opportunities but also
challenges to the conduct of large scale clinical trials. How can researchers overcome the existing
barriers and optimize the opportunities which exist in China? What approaches have been taken to
make sure that trials are done efficiently and reliably? My aim in this talk is to stimulate discussion
and debate.

